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NAPA VALLEY - California’s most famous wine region - has several 
sub-regions contained within its border.  ATLAS PEAK, CALISTOGA, 
CHILES VALLEY, COOMBSVILLE, DIAMOND MOUNTAIN DISTRICT, HOWELL 
MOUNTAIN, MT. VEEDER, OAK KNOLL DISTRICT, OAKVILLE, RUTHERFORD, 
SPRING MOUNTAIN DISTRICT, ST. HELENA, STAGS LEAP DISTRICT AND 
YOUNTVILLE are all sub-regions of NAPA VALLEY. WILD HORSE VALLEY 
partially overlaps NAPA VALLEY but is still considered a 
sub-region.  LOS CARNEROS overlaps both NAPA VALLEY and 
SONOMA VALLEY but is not considered a sub-region of either.

Inc ludes areas  at  or  
above 1 ,200 f t .  a l t i tude 

Note :  SANTA CRUZ MOUNTAINS i s  not  
part  o f  the CENTRAL COAST AVA.

California produces 81% of all wine made in the United States. If it were an independent 
countr y, it would be the world’s 4th largest wine producer behind France, Italy and Spain.

California wine regions, like all American wine regions are called American Viticultural Areas, 
better known as AVAs.  AVAs are regulated by the US Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade 
Bureau (TTB). For a wine to bear an AVA designation, 85% of its grapes must be grown in 
that AVA. For example, 85% of the grapes must be grown in SANTA YNEZ VALLEY for a wine to 
have SANTA YNEZ VALLEY on its label.

*Regions marked with an asterisk are proposed and not yet official as of the publication date 
of this map. CLARKSBURG and CLEAR LAKE are established regions with proposed expansions 
that are not yet official.

CALIFORNIA WINE REGIONS 

California also has four ver y large AVAs - Nor th Coast, Sierra Foothills, Central 
Coast and South Coast - that over lap most of the other AVAs.   

En lar ged on fu l l  pageEnlar ged on fu l l  page

Enlar ged be lowEnlar ged be low

The entire state of California is considered a wine region 
(also known as an appellation). Grapes grown anywhere 
in the state can be made into wine with CALIFORNIA on the 
label, however, 100% of the grapes must be grown in 
California. 

California counties are also considered wine regions.  For 
a wine to bear a county designation on its label, 75% of its 
grapes must be grown in that county.
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Many regions overlap, so it’s 
important to look at their 
outlines. REDWOOD VALLEY and 
POTTER VALLEY regions overlap 
the MENDOCINO region and 
are considered sub-regions of 
MENDOCINO. EAGLE PEAK 
MENDOCINO COUNTY does not 
overlap so it is not 
considered a sub-region.
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California produces 81% of all wine made in the United States. If it 
were an independent country, it would be the world’s 4th largest wine 
producer behind France, Italy and Spain.

California wine regions, like all American wine regions are called American 
Viticultural Areas, better known as AVAs.  AVAs are regulated by the US 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB). For a wine to bear 
an AVA designation, 85% of its grapes must be grown in that AVA. For 
example, 85% of the grapes must be grown in Santa Ynez Valley for a 
wine to have Santa Ynez Valley on its label. 

The entire state of California is considered a wine region (also known as 
an appellation). Grapes grown anywhere in the state can be made into 
wine with California on the label, however, 100% of the grapes must be 
grown in California. 

California counties are also considered wine regions.  For a wine to bear 
a county designation on its label, 75% of its grapes must be grown in 
that county.

California also has four very large AVAs - North Coast, Sierra Foothills, 
Central Coast and South Coast - that overlap most of the other AVAs.

*Regions marked with an asterisk are proposed and not yet official as 
of the publication date of this map. Clarksburg and Clear Lake are 
established regions with proposed expansions that are not yet official.
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